Rh 15 : 2 
A GENERAL MEETING 


0 THE 
LONDON CORRESPONDING SOCIETY, /+ 
HELD AT THE ea TAVERN STRANDS g 
On MONDAY THE 20th DAY OF JANUARY, 155 
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\ } E find the nation involved in a war, by which, 

in the courſe of ONE Campaign, immenſe numbers 
of our countrymen have been ſlaughtered; a vaſt 
expence has been incurred, our Trade, Commerce 
and Manufactories, are almoſt deſtroyed, and many 
af.our Manufacturers and. Artiſts are ruined; and 
their families ſtarving. 

To add to our affliction, we have reaſon to expect, 
that other taxes will ſoom be added to the intolerable 
load of impoſts and impoſitions with which we are 
alrcady overwhelmed; for the purpofe of detray ing 
the expences which have been incurred, in a fruitleſs 
cruſade, to re-eſtabliſh the odiousdeſpotiſmof France. 

When we contemplate the principles of this war 
we confeſs ourfelves to be unable to approve of it, as 
a meaſure,.either, o juſtice or diſcretion and if we 
are to form our calculation of the reſult, from what 
has alrcady. paſſed, we can only look forward to. de- 
feat and the eternal diſgrace of the Britiſh name. 

While we are thus engaged in an expenſive and ru- 


inous foreign war ; our ſtate at home is not leſs de- 
- plorable. Wn 3 „ 
We are every day told, by thoſe perſons who are 
intereſted (in ſupporting the Carruption Liſt, and an 
inumerable Hoſt of Sinecure Placemen, that the 
Conſtitution of England, is the perfection of human 
wiſdom ; that our laws (we ſhould rather ſay, TEIR 
laws) A 46-5 e fot juſtice ; and that their 
miniſtration of thoſe laws is ſo inparti d ſo 
Ady, as to afford-an equal WER thy Pr the 


rich and to the poor ; by means of which, we are ſaid 


to be placed in a fate of abſolute, freedom, and that 
our Rights $4 ie Well well ſecured to us 
as to render all invaſion of them impoſſible. 
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When we afk, how we 'enioy theſe tranſoendant 
privileges; we are referred to ON A CHARTA, 
and the BILL of RIGHTS, and'the glorious | RE. 
VOLUTION; in the year 1688, is held out to us, 
as the bulwark of Britiſh Uberty. 

« CiT1zENS. | pony 9s 
| We have ref wy to e Charta, to NY | 
Bill of Rights and to the Revolution, and we certainly 
do find that our anceſtors did eſtabliſh wiſe and whole- 
{ome laws: But we as certainly find, that, of the ve- 
nerable Conſtitution of our anceſtors, hardly: a veſtige 
remains. 

Ihe only Chapters of the Grat Charter, which 
are now in legal exiſtence, are the 14th and 29th. | 

The important Provition of the 14th Chapter, 
runs thus 
A Freeman ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall fault, 
but aſter the manner of the fault ; and for a great 3 
fault after the greatneſs thereof, ſaving to him his 
«, contenement; And a Merchant like wife, ſaving 
« to him his merchandize ; And any other's villain” 
than ours ſhalt be likewiſe amerced, faving to him 
« his wainage ; And none of the ſaid amerciaments ' 
«. ſhall be allefſed, bur by the the oath of honeſt and 
« lau ſul men of the Vicinage.” 

But by the uſurped power of the judges, in aſſeſſing 
Fines {ang what Fines! !) inthe C ale of Miſdemean- 
our; this glorious Right of the Subjett, of Having 
theſe fines alleſſed by the Jury, (the only poſſible 

protettion from flavery and the vileſt oppreffi on) is 
un juſtly and infamouſly raviſhed from us. | 

he proviſion of the 29th chapter, runs thus: 

0 No Freeman ſhall be taken or impriſoned; or be 
« fifleiſed of his freehold, or liberties, or free cuſ- 
« toms, or be outlawed, or exiled, or any otherwiſe 
* deſtroyed, nor we will not paſs upon him, nor 
« condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of his 
Peers 
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& neers, or by the law of the land. We will ſell to 
« no man, we will not deny, or defer to any man, 
1 either juſtice or right. 

The various methods now in conſtant practice by 
which the benefits of this proviſion are totally de- 
feated and deſtroyed, — 25 induce us to ſuppoſe, 
that the GREAT CHARTER has been repealed; 
if we did not aſſuredly know, that it is the funda. 
mental baſis of our. conſtitution ; which even the 
REAL repreſentatives of the 507 (much leſs the 
miſerable nominees of HELSTONE and OLD SA- 
RUM) have not the right, nor (as we truſt it will be 
found by experience) the POWER to repeal. * Yet 
what do we find in 7 4 Unconſtitutional and 

illegal INFORMATIONS EX OFFICIO, that is, 
the arbitrary will of the king's Attorney General, 
uſurping the office of the ACCUSING Jury; and 
the intereſted oath of a vile common informer, with 
the judgment of as vile a common trading or penſi- 
oned juſtice, ſubſtituted in the room of our birth-right, 
an impartial trial by our count -... 
Add to this, that the exhorbitant expence of judi- 
cial ings, the novel practice of arbitrarily 
and Oy annulling the verdias of Juries, and 
the dilatory praftice of the courts,. moſt openly and 
ſhamefully contradict the clauſe which torbids the 
denial, the delay and the ſale of juſtice. 
A manaccuſed of FZ LON (for which by the com- 
mon law of England, his life and goods are forfeited) 
may be bailed on finding two ſureties for forty pounds 
each; but upon a charge of MISDEMEANOUR 
by words ony bail to the amount of ONE THOU. 
SAND POUNDS kas been demanded. 

Upon conviction alfo, for fuch miſdemeanour, 
enormous fines, long and cruel impriſonments un- 
known to our ancient laws, and unſanctioned by any 
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new ſtatutes, have of late (and but of 1 ate) been too 
frequently and too oppreſſively inflicted. And all 
this, although by this bill of rights it is declared, 
that * exceſſive bail thall not be demanded, nor crucl 
and unuſual puniſhments inflicted.” 

If we look to IRELAND we find that acknow.- 
Icdged privilege of the people, to meet for the ſup. 
port and protection of their rights and liberties, is 
attempted, by terror, to be-taken away by a late in- 
famous act 941 iament: Whilſt titles of honour? — 
No, but of diſhonour—are lavithed; and new ſources 
of corruption opened, to gratify the greedy proſti- 
tution of thoſe, who are the inſtruments of this op- 
preſſion,  _ Eu OR RET 

In SCOTLAND, the Wicked Hand of Power 
has been. impudently exerted, without even the 
wretched formality of an aft of Parliament. Magiſ- 
trates have forcibly intruded into the peaceful and 
lawful meetings of Freemen; and, by force, (not 
only without law, but againſt law) have, under co- 
lour of magiſterial office, interrupted their delibe- 
rations, and prevented their aſſociation. | 

The wiſdom. and good conduct of the BRITISH 
CONVENTION at Edinburgh, has been ſuch, 
as to defy their bittereſt enemies to name the law 
which they have broken; notwithſtanding which, 
theit papers have been ſeized, and made uſe of as 
evidence againſt them, and many virtuous and 

meritorious individuals, have been, as cruelly as 

unzuſtly for their virtuous actions, diſgraced and de- 
ſtroyed by infamous. and illegal ſentences of tranſ- 

rtation. And theſe unjuſt and wicked judgments 
—— been executed with a rancour and malignity, 

never before known in this land ; our reſpettable 
and beloved fellow Citizens have been caſt Fer- 
TERED into Dungeons amongſt felons in the Hulks, 
to which they were not ſemenced. © © 
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"CITIZENS: 5 
| We all approve the ſentiments, 
1 and are daily repeating the words, for which theſe 
our reſpectable and valuable brethren are thus un- 
juſtly and inhumanly fuffering. We too, aſſociate 
| in order to obtain a fair, free, and full repreſenta- 
tion of the people in a houſe of real national repre- 
ſentatives. Are we alſo willing to be treated as 
FkEroxs, for claiming this our inherent right, 
which we are determined never to forego but with 
our lives, and which none but thieves and traitors 
can wiſh to withhold from us? Confider, it is one 
and the ſame corrupt and corrupting influence 
which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scotland. 
and England. Can you believe that thoſe who, 
fend virtuous Iriſhmen, and Scotchmen fettered 
with felons to Botany-Bay, do not meditate and 
will not attempt to ſeize the fi:ſt moment to ſend us 
after them? Or if we had not juſt cauſe to appre- 
hend the ſame inhuman treatment; if, inſtead of 
the moſt imminent danger, we were in perfect ſafe 
ty from it; ſhould, we not diſdain to enjoy any liber- 
ty or privilege whatever, in which our honeſt Iriſh 
and Scotch brethren did not equally and as fullypar- 
ticipate with us? Their cauſe then and ours is the 
ſame. And it.is both our duty and our intereſt to 
ſtand or fall together. The Iriſh Parliament and 
the Scotch judges, attuated by the ſame Engliſh 
influence, have brought us directly to the point. 
There is no farther ſtep beyond that which they 
have taken. We are at iſſue. We muſt now chuſe 
at once either liberty or ſlavery for ourſelves and 
our poſterity. Will you wait till BARRACKS are 
eretted in every village, and till ſubſidized Heſſians 
and Hanoverians are upon us? 3 Foy, 
You may aſk perhaps, by what means ſhall we 
ſeek redreſs ? — 00 VT FIT GIOY ©: 
We anſwer, that men in a ſtate of civilized Soci- 
ety are bound :o ſeek redreſs of the grievances from 


the laws; as long as any redreſs can be obtained by 
the laws. But our common maſter whom ve ſerve 
(whoſe law is a law of liberty, and whoſe ſervice 
is perfe&t freedom) has taught us not to expe to 
gather grapes from thorns, nor-figs from thiſtles. 
We muſt-have redreſs from our own laws and not 
from the laws of our plunderery, enemies and op- 
„ eee 
IHERE IS NO REDRESS FOR A NATI- 
ON CIRCUMSTANCED AS WE ARE, BUT 
IN A FAIR, FREE, AND, FULL REPRE- 
SENTATION OF THE PEOPLE. 
RESOLVEb, that: during the enſuing ſeſſion of 
parliament,the General committee of this Society do 
meet daily, for thepurpoſe of watching the pro- 
ceedings of the parliament and of the adminiſtration 
of the government of this country. And that upon 
the firit introduction of any bill, or motion inimical 
to the liberties of the people, ſuch as, for LANDING . 
FOREIGN TROOPS IN GREAT-BRITAIN 
or IRELAND, for ſuſpending the HABEAS COR 
PUS ACT, for proclaiming MARTIAL LAW 
OR FOR PREVENTING THE PEOPLE eroM 
MEETING IN SOCIETIES for CONSTITU- 
TIONAL INFORMATION, or any OTHER 
INNOVATION off a ſimilar nature, that, on any 
of theſe emergencies, the General committee ſhall 
iſſue ſummonſes to the Delegates of each: Diviſion, 
and alſo to the Secretaries of the different Societies 
afffliated and correſponding with this ſociety, forth- 
with to call a GENERAL CONVENTION of the 
PEOPLE, to be held at ſuch place and in ſuch a man- 
ner as ſnall be ſpecified in the ſummons, ſor the pur- 
poſe of taking ſuich meaſures into their conſideration. 


Reſolved, that the preceding Addreſs and Re ſo- 
lution be ſigned by the Chairman, and printed and 
„„ ccc fn wr in 
ous; . MARTIN, CUAIXNM AN. 
T. HARDY,. SkckEranr. 
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COMMITTEE ROOM, January, 2g, 1794. 

| RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 

HAT a hundred thouſand Copics of the Addreſs to 

the people of Great Britain and [reland, voted at the 
General Mecting, be printed anddiftributcd by the Society, 

Naehe Unanimouſly. That the following toaſts, drank at 

— Anniverlary Dinner of the Society. be printed at the end 

Addreſs, 

; I. Tit nIcurs OF MAN; and may Britons never 

want ſpirit to aſſert them. 
and 


II. The Britiſh Convention, lately held at 
tuceels to the important objeR it had in view. 
III. Sizes William Shirum charged by the ſentence of the 
Court of juſticiary, with the honour of being the cauſe of 
calling that Convention, 4 
IV. The 4 Correſponding Soci ty, patriotic 
Societies of Great-vritain Ser Mary X 
v. Citizen Maurice Margarot, the condemned Delegate of this 
many and patriptic condult be re- 


| * Society; and may 
warded by the attachment of the people. 
Citizen d then aroſe, and in a Nel of inſpiring elo- 
* quence, need the juſt culogium of this 92 
Citizen, jo empbatically called by Citizen Hitchinſon (ons of the 
vuneſſos on hus trial) the SECOND SIDNEY. *” He condluded 
with wiſhing we might rather die the (ast of Britin Freemen, 
than five the fret of flaves. Walk" 148 Re 8 2 3 
VI. Citizen Fojſeph Gree De boy, 
now under proſccutupa.;. and may his concluding! 
ment he engraved upon every Britiſh heart. 
VU. The tranſactions at  Teatos, May Briton's remember 
them as they ought, and profit by dear bought experi 


land; and may the authors of the Conventien-bill find that 
they have committed a ball. 1 ie, 

IX. Citizens Mitir, and Palmer — May their ſentence be ſpeedi. 
ly reverſed. and Beta- Bay be peopled with a colony 
of real cximinals. | 


againk vhomſoever direct. 
with whamſoever allied. 


is | good 


Moira, Sir Gilles Ellit, 
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